Tuesday, November 29, 2021
FROM:
The Students of Westminster Choir College

PETITION TO:
Dr. Gregory Dell’Omo, President of Rider University
Dr. DonnaJean Fredeen, Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs
Dr. Marshall Onofrio, Dean of Westminster College of the Arts
and the associated administration of Rider University, Facilities Working

Group and Campus Transition Team

We, the students of Westminster Choir College (WCC), undersigned, are
concerned about our education, our institution, the impact inadequate facilities has on
our education, the value that our degrees will hold upon graduation, and the quality of
support that we receive from the administration. When the Rider University
administration chose to move Westminster Choir College to the Lawrenceville campus
in 2020, we were promised better facilities, including an addition to the Fine Arts
building, increased support for various performing arts programs including choral,
opera, musical theater, and dance. The move was made with promises to build a premier
fine arts building, with more practice rooms, teaching studios, performance facilities,
dance studios, offices for music faculty, and accommodations for everyone taking
courses in the Westminster College of the Arts (WCA) and Westminster Choir College.
As we near the end of the Fall 2021 semester, we have yet to see what was promised.

We, the students of Westminster Choir College, chose to attend, despite the
pandemic, despite the uncertainty of the move, and to put our trust in the institution
and administration. However, it is clear that we are not going to receive what was
promised to us by Rider University. It is imperative that Rider University address and
remedy our concerns listed below and provide us with multiple suitable performance

and practice facilities, or allow us full academic access to Westminster Choir



College’s Princeton Campus and its facilities that were built for and are uniquely suited

to the College’s needs.

We, the undersigned, bring the following concerns to the attention of the

administration:

FACILITIES:

e Gill Chapel - our primary rehearsal and performance space:

O

Gill Chapel is acoustically deficient. Students, professors, visiting
professors have all commented on how difficult it is to hear in the room.
The numerous ensembles that rehearse in the space are unable to hear
well and adjust, resulting in pitchy and unpolished rehearsals and
performances. Multiple attendees of recent performances have
commented on how “dead” the space is, and how challenging it must be to
rehearse in the space.

We have used several hours and precious class/rehearsal time on finding
the best seating arrangements to “hear” in the space.

Gill Chapel is not large enough to accommodate Symphonic Choir - it is
an inadequate rehearsal space, and a solution must be found.

There is constant need for students to rearrange equipment, chairs,
risers, and the piano to accommodate each different class, ensemble, and
event that happens in Gill Chapel, which is most often accomplished by
graduate assistants and students. On the Princeton campus, different
spaces were available and dedicated to different ensembles, courses, and
events.

The floor squeaks incessantly, everywhere, and is getting progressively
worse. At times, the floor is so loud that we can’t hear the instructor.

The ceiling has a leak - towards the middle of the chapel. It makes itself
known whenever there are heavy downpours.

There is water damage in the walls downstairs in Gill Chapel in multiple

areas including the practice rooms. There are areas of mold exposed,



which not only poses a health risk but is also structurally unsafe. We are
concerned that water damage near the elevator poses a fire hazard. Water
damage and leaks also pose significant risk of damage to the instruments
in the building.

e Gill Chapel Practice Rooms:

o Pianos for students do not reflect a conservatory-level department: all
pianos in Gill Chapel practice rooms are of low-quality and are clearly not
maintained. They have tuning issues and sticky keys, indicative of
humidity problems. Many of the instruments do not have proper benches.
Most are worn, torn, or too low which will affect a student's posture and
their ability to play.

o The performance Yamaha piano in Gill Chapel is clearly not maintained.
For a piano used in performance, that is unacceptable.

o There are not enough practice rooms for students on the Lawrenceville
campus.

e Fine Arts:

o Classrooms are often used for sectionals and rehearsals when another
space is needed. These classrooms are unsuitable for choral and
ensemble rehearsals and studio classes. The acoustics do not support
proper music making and critical listening.

o The pianos in the Fine Arts Building are of poor quality.

o There have been at least a few instances where a classroom assigned for a
Westminster Choir College class in the Fine Arts building was reassigned
to Rider students by a Rider department without informing the WCC
professor or their students. This is unacceptable.

o Classroom doors in Fine Arts (as well as Gill Chapel) have been locked
during the day when classes are to take place. This costs us class time.

e Talbott Music Library:



o Not all materials required to support the Westminster Choir College
curriculum have been moved from Talbott Music Library in Princeton, and
students are unable to have timely access to necessary materials.

e Yvonne Theater

o This performance space is not suitable for opera performances. The
acoustics require that students over-sing or force themselves, potentially
leading to injury, in order to be heard. Artists in the field rely on acoustics,
not electronic amplification.

e Lack of suitable space for voice studio class

o As of now, there is no suitable space to hold a performance/studio class for

voice and piano students. Gill Chapel is frequently occupied, and there are

no alternative rooms.

LACK OF WESTMINSTER CHOIR COLLEGE PRESENCE:

When Rider University first partnered with WCC, Rider’s obligations were to
preserve, promote, and enhance the existing missions of WCC’s purposes, programs,
and traditions and ensure its separate identity. In addition, Rider University pledged to
provide additional funds as necessary from time to time to accomplish the obligations
set forth in the initial partnership agreement. However, Rider University has ignored
these promises in the following ways:

e There is a lack of pictures/memorabilia, anything indicating Westminster Choir
College. Gill Chapel is empty. Fine Arts has few pictures, but nothing indicating
history or legacy. No tributes to our predecessors or legacy in any buildings in a
prominent way.

e Westminster Choir College is the only choir college in the world. It is a
full-fledged institution with over 90 years of high-level music making,
performances, and prominent alumni, and yet, it is not easy to find on the Rider
University Website. It is treated as a small music department or an afterthought.

e There is no merchandise available for Westminster Choir College in any form

for purchase from the bookstore.



e Omega House - Has retained its name, which indicates a fraternity/sorority, and

not any connections to the legacy of WCC. The main doors (with the name of

Westminster Choir College) of the building remained locked for half the

semester, and are only recently open for students to enter.

DECREASING ENROLLMENT, POOR STUDENT AND ALUMNI
RELATIONS:

e Due to the inadequate facilities, lack of proper communication from the

administration, and poor alumni relations, many students have opted not to

attend Westminster Choir College this year, or have transferred out to another

institution.

o

Decreasing enrollment has resulted in smaller ensembles, fewer
performance opportunities, and ensembles cut from the program.

The lack of transparency and clear communication from the
administration with the student body, as well as with alumni, has
indicated that Rider University is not committed to ensuring a strong and
sustainable future for Westminster Choir College.

Repeated attempts to voice concerns from students have been
dismissed or ignored by the administration.

Many alumni are withdrawing support both in recommending students as
well as withdrawing financial support from Westminster Choir College
due to the lack of communication and transparency from the
administration, inadequate facilities on the Lawrenceville Campus, and

uncertain future of the college due to the transfer.

SCHEDULING:

o

Classes - regardless of whether or not they are required for certain majors
- are constantly under threat of being canceled due to low enrollment.
Considering that Westminster Choir College is a smaller institution, it

should be understood that smaller class sizes are expected.



o The class schedules for several core courses were changed. For example,
Symphonic Choir now meets for one less rehearsal per week, severely
impacting the quantity of music we are able to prepare for a performance.
In addition, professors were not fully informed of the change until after
courses had begun.

o Ensembles that had particular days set for rehearsals had their routine
switched due to the transfer to Lawrenceville. This resulted in many
students being unable to participate in ensembles they had previously
been a part of.

o Westminster Choir College used to have specific courses for its majors
with an emphasis on concepts that would apply to their artistry and
careers. For example, language courses that were geared towards diction,
musical phrases, and the color of a language, were cut in favor of
integrating into Rider University’s general language courses. In addition
to being nonspecific, these general courses (which are required) often

conflict with other required courses for their program.

We, the undersigned, are grateful that we have been able to include WCA and
other campus students into our ensembles due to the transition. However, the facilities
provided to us are severely lacking, and our inability to regularly use the Princeton
Campus has drastically hindered our ability to create high-quality music and
performances. We, the undersigned, love our institution and would like to preserve the
high level of artistry and musical expression that has historically been part of
Westminster Choir College. It is not clear that this can be achieved with continued lack
of access to proper facilities and the apparent lack of concern for our future from the
administration. It has become increasingly difficult to justify the expense of time and
money to attend the institution. In order to retain current and future students and
ensure the success of the school, it is imperative that the administration address our

concerns listed above, and provide adequate facilities or make Westminster’s



Princeton campus available for full academic use immediately for Westminster
Choir College and its students, faculty, and staff.

We, the undersigned, feel that the administration has misrepresented its intent
and ability to deliver on the promises made to students. We request a response from the
administration before December 15, 2021, indicating that our petition has been read
thoroughly, and providing details regarding how these issues will be addressed and
resolved.

A note from recent alumni: As recent alumni, we acknowledge the challenges our
current WCC students face and fully agree that the described situation above is
unacceptable. We stand with current WCC students in their insistence upon

maintaining WCC’s legacy and add our names with an asterisk (*) to this petition.

Respectfully,
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